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President’s Message 

  
The vote is precious. It is the most powerful nonviolent tool we have in a democratic society, 
and we must use it. ―​John Robert Lewis 
 
Echoing a national conversation, the Allegheny West Civic Council Executive Committee has been 
discussing how we can best accomplish a safe and fair election this fall.  The AWCC By-Laws calls 
for an annual meeting of the Council to be held in November.  Typically the election of officers and 
committee chairs takes place at the annual meeting.  Because there is a provision in the By-Laws 
to allow nominations from the floor, which, if occurs, alters the ballot immediately prior to voting, 
the Executive Committee recommends an in-person vote take place.  We are working on securing 
a location that will allow members to gather and social distance.  We will also require everyone 
who attends to wear a mask. 
  
There are a lot of details to be worked out and we want to be very transparent about the thinking 
and direction we’re headed.  This is uncharted territory for AWCC; your input is welcome and 
appreciated.  If you have suggestions, concerns or questions please contact me at 
president@alleghenywest.org​ or contact any of the current Board members (email addresses can 
be found on the AWCC website,​ ​https://alleghenywest.org​).  We’ll communicate the current status 
of the November elections at the next AWCC informational Zoom meeting on August 11​th ​and 
provide updates up until the election. 
 
There is another full agenda for the August 11​th​ Informational Meeting.  In addition to an update 
on the AWCC November Election we’ll have our usual guests—Leah Friedman, Mayor’s Office, 
Councilman Bobby Wilson, Thomas Graham, Rep. Jake Wheatley Jr,’s Office, Erin Tobin, Pittsburgh 
Parks Conservancy—plus updates on Western Avenue Neighborhood Improvement District 
(WANID) and Norfolk Southern Merchant Street Bridge Project. 
 
Hope to see you on the 11​th​.  In the meantime, stay safe, wear a mask! 
 
It would be hard to miss all the fuss over the retirement of local celebrity and neighbor, Brian 
O’Neill, from the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.  For the past 32 years Brian told stories of Pittsburgh, 
and Allegheny West made an appearance in quite a few of his columns.  His observations were 
clear-eyed and honest, sometimes causing unwelcome introspection, more often a feeling of pride 
in the city and neighborhood we call home.  Whenever Allegheny West or a resident of Allegheny 
West was referenced in one of Brian’s columns, it made me feel like an insider, “Hey, I know that 
guy” or “I know that walk to PNC Park”.  
(Continued on the next page.) 
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(Continued from previous page.)  
 
Way back at the turn of the century, I was living in Not-Allegheny West, feeling unconnected to my 
neighborhood.  I started looking for a new place to live that would feel more like a community and, 
ideally, be within walking distance of the Pirates’ new ball yard.  I read a Brian O’Neill column that 
included a description of his little neighborhood and I was hooked.  I will be forever thankful to 
Brian for pointing the way to Allegheny West.  As Robert Frost would say, that has made all the 
difference.  I think I speak for all of us in saying to Brian: thanks for casting such a nice light on our 
neighborhood and all the best in your well-earned retirement.  Sláinte. 

 —​ Ann Gilligan, AWCC President 
 

AWCC MEETING/HAPPY HOUR ZOOM INFORMATION 
 

Membership meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89969724081?pwd=OVg3V1U0NnZmcktzRHhaNktOSzZBQT09 
Meeting ID: 899 6972 4081 
Password: 922184 
One tap mobile 
+13017158592, 89969724081#,,,,0#,,922184#  
+13126266799, 89969724081#,,,,0#,,922184# 
 
Problems connecting? ​Text (do NOT call) 
Cathy at (412) 418-2027.  
 
Friday Happy Hour:  Every Friday from 6:00 to 
7:00, BYOB! 
Join Zoom: ​https://zoom.us/j/479233274  
Meeting ID: 479 233 274  (This will remain the 
same each week!) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please continue to support our local Northside businesses!!  
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      COVID-19 Testing Resources on the Northside 

● Northside Christian Health Center ​816 Middle Street, 15212​ is offering free oral self-swab Coronavirus testing.

Must pre-register:  ​alleghenycovidtesting.com​ / ​412-321-4001 option * for assistance. 
 

● Allegheny Health Network (Former Divine Providence Site / ​1004 Arch Street, 15212​) A doctor’s prescription 
is needed for this site. For more information:  ​https://www.ahn.org/coronavirus​ / 412-687-7348 
 

● Central Outreach and Wellness Center ​127 Anderson St, Ste 101​, Timber Court Building, 15212. The onsite 
testing is suspended, but they can assist you if you do not have a PCP or insurance..​Call (412) 515-0000. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/816+Middle+Street,+15212?entry=gmail&source=g
http://alleghenycovidtesting.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1004+Arch+Street,+15212?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.ahn.org/coronavirus.
https://www.google.com/maps/search/127+Anderson+St,+Ste+101?entry=gmail&source=g


 
August 2020

 

 

 

 ​NS Merchant Street Bridge On-Line Meeting Presentation  
 and Request for Public Input

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) and Michael Baker International, in coordination 
with Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) published an on-line 
presentation of the Merchant Street Bridge Project.  This on-line presentation is in lieu of a 
public meeting, unable to be held due to COVID-19 safety concerns.  Also available is a 
comment form to gather public input in compliance with Pennsylvania Act 120 and 
Pennsylvania History Code. 

 

The presentation and comment form are available here (links available on the Gazette version 
on the website as well as via e-newsletter) until August 26th, 2020: 

 

http://www.nscorp.com/content/nscorp/en/in-your-community/the-pittsburgh-vertical-clearanc

e-projects/merchant-street-bridge-video.html 

 

Local group Rail Pollution Protection Pittsburgh (RP3) published the following in response to 
requests for comments after viewing the video presentation: 

https://railpollutionprotectionpittsburgh.files.wordpress.com/2020/08/response-to-norfolk-sout

hern-merchant-street-bridge-video-executive-summary-and-comments.pdf 
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