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President’s Message 
Happy	  Spring,	  everyone!	  	  I	  love	  the	  season	  of	  flowering	  trees,	  even	  if	  it	  means	  I	  can’t	  breathe	  for	  
the	  duration	  .	  .	  .	  Darn	  allergies!	  But	  it’s	  totally	  worth	  it! 
 
So,	  I	  was	  involved	  in	  a	  long	  and	  complicated	  e-‐mail	  discussion	  about	  neighborhood	  development	  
priorities	  and	  strategies.	  (Don’t	  feel	  sorry	  too	  for	  me,	  as	  far	  as	  hobbies	  go	  it’s	  actually	  cheaper	  
than	  my	  current	  coloring	  book	  habit!)	  The	  discussion	  didn’t	  actually	  yield	  a	  particular	  decision,	  as	  
is	  generally	  par	  for	  the	  course.	  	  (We	  need	  a	  vote	  for	  that	  anyway.)	  	  What	  it	  did	  do	  was	  really	  help	  
to	   clarify	  what	   I	   think	   the	  Civic	   Council’s	   primary	   agenda	   should	  be	   for	   any	   given	   real	   estate	  
matter.	   	   If	   you	   said,	   “more	   parking,”	   this	   is	   probably	   your	   first	   time	   reading	   the	   President’s	  
message.	  	  If	  you	  chose	  “historic	  preservation,”	  then	  you’ve	  probably	  been	  trapped	  chatting	  with	  
me	  at	   the	   appetizer	   table	  next	   to	   the	   chocolate-‐covered	  Pringles	   someone	  keeps	  bringing	   to	  
neighborhood	  get	  together.	  	  If	  “paperwork”	  was	  the	  first	  thing	  you	  thought	  of,	  I’ve	  apparently	  
cornered	   you	   after	   having	   a	   couple	   of	   cocktails	   at	   one	   of	   the	   previously	   mentioned	   get-‐
togethers.	  	  And	  yes,	  I	  will	  proudly	  admit	  that	  historic	  preservation	  is	  very	  definitely	  one	  of	  my	  
personal	  motivations	  for	  being	   involved	  with	  the	  Civic	  Council,	  or	  heck,	  even	  why	  I	   live	   in	  the	  
neighborhood	  in	  the	  first	  place.	  However,	  my	  personal	  motivations	  are	  not	  the	  same	  thing	  as	  
what	  I	  think	  the	  Civic	  Council’s	  agenda	  should	  be.	   	   I	  realized	  that	  for	  any	  given	  issue	  the	  Civic	  
Council’s	  main	  agenda	  should	  be	  a	  transparent	  and	  accountable	  process	  for	  deciding	  what	  “our”	  
agenda	   should	   be.	   “Transparent”	   in	   the	   sense	   that	   it’s	   clear	  when	   and	   how	  we	   arrived	   at	   a	  
particular	  position	  that	  we	  take	  whether	  it’s	  about	  zoning	  or,	  (sigh)	  parking.	  	  “Accountable”	  in	  
that	  the	  board	  is	  responsible	  for	  documenting	  the	  decisions	  of	  the	  membership	  and	  making	  sure	  
they	  are	  actually	  carried	  out.	  	  As	  neighbors,	  our	  primary	  responsibility	  then	  becomes	  to	  clearly	  
and	  passionately	  stand	  up	  for	  our	  own	  points	  of	  view	  while	  at	  the	  same	  time	  at	  least	  making	  a	  
good	   faith	   effort	   to	   understand	   the	   impacts	   that	   point	   of	   view	   has	   on	   other	   folks	   in	   the	  
neighborhood.	  	  Transparent	  and	  accountable	  processes	  are	  completely	  dependent	  on	  the	  folks	  
involved	   in	   those	   processes	   being	   willing	   and	   able	   to	   clearly	   state	   their	   own	   needs	   and	  
preferences,	  even	  if	  there’s	  a	  possibility	  that	  they	  would	  be	  unpopular.	  	   
 
And	   have	   I	   got	   just	   the	   opportunity	   for	   you	   to	   be	   able	   to	   passionately	   yet	   respectfully	  
communicate	  your	  point	  of	  view.	  	  As	  part	  of	  the	  Buhl	  One	  Northside	  Grant	  that	  AWCC	  received,	  
Jim	  Pashek	  has	  been	  meeting	  with	  City	  and	  County	  offices	  to	  address	  some	  of	  the	  issues	  identified	  
in	  our	  original	  community	  meetings.	  	  He	  will	  be	  returning	  on	  April	  12	  at	  6:30p.m.	  to	  report	  back	  
and	   get	   our	   feedback	   and	   our	   next	   steps.	   Please	   join	   us	   at	   6:30p.m.	   at	   Calvary,	   before	   the	  
membership	  meeting	  to	  continue	  the	  discussions	  we	  started	  this	  winter.	  	   
 
As	   the	   weather	   turns	   nicer,	   get	   ready	   for	   all	   the	   great	   outdoor	   events.	   Tour	   tickets	   are	   on	  
sale!	  	  Carrie	  Doyle	  will	  be	  hosting	  a	  tour	  meeting	  on	  Monday,	  April	  11th	  for	  anyone	  wanting	  to	  
be	  involved.	  	  Scott	  will	  be	  setting	  up	  a	  giant	  Membership	  Committee	  meeting,	  to	  discuss	  picnics,	  
art	   shows,	   and	   50th	   anniversary	   celebrations.	   (Oh,	  my!)	   Neighborhood	   clean-‐ups	   start	   soon,	  
too.	  	  I’m	  looking	  forward	  to	  hearing	  your	  well-‐reasoned	  and	  enthusiastic	  points	  of	  view	  of	  what	  
main	  courses	  we	  should	  be	  serving	  at	  the	  Fourth	  of	  July	  picnic	  (or	  even	  about	  parking).	  	  Happy	  
spring,	  everyone!	   	   	   	   -‐Cathy	  
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WESTERN	  AVENUE	  FLOWER	  BASKETS!	  
We’re	  delighted	  to	  announce	  that	  Western	  Avenue	  will	  again	  be	  beautified	  by	  hanging	  flower	  baskets	  
beginning	  this	  spring	  and	  summer!	  	  Thank	  you	  to	  our	  charter	  sponsors	  who	  have	  generously	  agreed	  to	  
again	  sponsor	  a	  basket:	  
	  
	   	   John	  DeSantis/Pittsburgh	  Home	  &	  Garden	  Show	  5	  baskets	  
	   	   Ann	  Gilligan	  Sorbet	   	   	   	   	   1	  basket	  
	   	   LeClaire,	  Griewahn	  &	  Scott,	  Attorneys	   	   	   1	  basket	  
	   	   Annette	  Trunzo	  /memory	  of	  Olga	  and	  Paul	  Trunzo	   2	  baskets	  
	   	   The	  Parador	  Inn	  	   	   	   	   	   2	  baskets	  
	   	   The	  Burton	  Family	   	   	   	   	   2	  baskets	   	   	  
	   	   Gary	  Otto	  /memory	  of	  Donna	  Rae	  Otto	   	   	   1	  basket	  
	   	   Anonymous	  neighbor	  &	  business	  owner	  	   	   1	  basket	  
	   	   The	  Modern	  Café	   	   	   	   	   1	  basket	  
	   	   SmartSolutions	   	   	   	   	   	   1	  basket	  
	   	   Allegheny	  West	  Civic	  Council	   	   	   	   5	  baskets	  
	  
The	  Western	  Pennsylvania	  Conservancy	  (WPC)	  will	  provide	  the	  baskets,	  flowers,	  installation,	  watering	  
and	  maintenance,	  “take-‐down”	  and	  storage	  of	  the	  baskets.	  	  We	  have	  22	  baskets	  sponsored,	  but	  with	  32	  
double	  poles,	  there’s	  room	  for	  others	  to	  help	  in	  this	  worthy	  endeavor!	  	  We	  want	  to	  ensure	  that	  all	  who	  
would	  like	  to	  participate	  be	  given	  the	  chance	  to	  do	  so.	  
	  
In	  2016,	  the	  WPC	  is	  providing	  a	  discounted	  rate	  of	  $345/basket	  (including	  the	  sign!)	  for	  the	  initial	  year,	  
which	  includes	  purchase	  of	  the	  basket.	  	  Sponsors	  will	  be	  subsequently	  assessed	  at	  a	  $275/basket	  rate	  
thereafter	  for	  planting	  and	  maintenance.	  	  	  
	  
Sponsors	  of	  a	  full	  basket	  will	  be	  recognized	  with	  a	  sign	  on	  the	  basket.	  Contributors	  of	  smaller	  amounts—
to	  be	  combined	  for	  full	  baskets	  or	  for	  future	  years’	  maintenance—will	  be	  recognized	  on	  the	  AWCC	  
website	  and	  in	  our	  newsletter.	  Complete	  the	  form	  below,	  or	  go	  to	  the	  AWCC	  website	  
(www.alleghenywest.org	  –	  click	  on	  “About”	  tab)	  to	  sponsor	  a	  basket	  or	  to	  make	  a	  contribution.	  	  Please	  
contact	  Trish	  Burton	  (412-‐523-‐9402	  or	  jmburton@earthlink.net)	  to	  discuss.	  
==============================================================================	  
	  
Sponsor	  Name	  (as	  it	  should	  appear	  on	  sign)_________________________________________________	  
Address______________________________________________________________________________	  
Phone____________________________	   	   Number	  of	  Baskets	  _______________________	  
	  
Return	  with	  check	  payable	  to	  “AWCC”	  –	  806	  Western	  Ave,	  Pittsburgh,	  PA	  	  15233	  	   	  
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