
GAZETTE EXTRA!



MEXICAN WAR STREETS 

SOCIETY JOINS THE 

ALLEGHENY COMMONS 

INITIATIVE “FIVE FOR FIVE” 

PROGRAM

(PITTSBURGH) – For the second time in its 40-year history, the 

Mexican War Streets Society (MWSS) has made a significant 

contribution to the Allegheny Commons Park Initiative, which 

provides capital projects, landscape care, attracts programs and raises 

awareness about the park's history and amenities. In January 2007, 

the MWSS donated all of  its proceeds (in the amount of  $6,500) 

from the 2006 National Preservation Conference Candlelight Tour to 

Allegheny Commons, and now this community organization has 

demonstrated its long-term commitment to the park by joining its 

Five for Five Program.

Five for Five supporters pledge $5,000 a year for five years to assist 

with the fundraising, community involvement and project activities 

associated with implementing the Master Plan for Allegheny 

Commons. Five for Five supporters have made it possible to leverage 

over a million dollars in park reinvestment. The successful restoration 

of  the East Common is now being followed by the next phase of  

restoration, the Northeast Common, which will include re-building 

the historic Northeast Fountain at the corner of  Cedar and North 

Avenues.  

“With this gift, the first from a community-based organization, the 

Mexican War Streets Society joins the ranks of  the businesses, 

foundations and individuals that contribute funding for the 

revitalization of  Allegheny Commons,” said John Francona, Chair, 

Allegheny Commons Initiative. “It is a tangible statement about the 

value that the community places on the park, not only as an essential 

community amenity but as a historic treasure as well.”

Other Five for Five supporters include: Babb, Inc., Citizens Bank, 

Pittsburgh Steelers, the Rooney Family, Merrill Stabile, and NRG 

Energy Center.

David McMunn, President of  the Mexican War Streets Society, 

challenges all of  the North Side neighborhoods to be a part of  the 

living history that is the Allegheny Commons and to make a 

contribution--however great or small--to the success of  the 

Allegheny Commons Master Plan.

“One of  the earliest images that we know to exist of  the Allegheny 

Commons is a photograph in the possession of  the Carnegie Library 

of  Pittsburgh that was taken circa 1864. The image shows the 

Commons several years before the Mitchell & Grant design was 

instituted to create a formal public park,” said McMunn. “What is 

striking to me in the photograph is the clear line of  rowhomes that 

flank the park along North Avenue. These properties still exist today 

and make up the Mexican War Streets-Central North Side. Of  all the 

historic neighborhoods that surround the park, we have the most 

significant amount of  frontage. Historically, the residents of  our 

neighborhood have always enjoyed the closeness and the attractions 

of  the Allegheny Commons. Whether for walking, jogging, sunning, 

playing ball, or exercising our pets, we delight in the lawn, the trees 

and the acres of  rich cultural beauty we hold in the park. We are 

privileged to be a part of  the Five For Five Program as we see the 

intrinsic value of  preserving the Allegheny Commons for present and 

future generations.”

The first annual check for $5,000 will be presented to John Francona 

at the next MWSS membership meeting on Tuesday, March 17, at 

7:30 p.m. at the Unitarian Church on the corner of  North Avenue 

and Resaca Place.

The mission of  the MWSS is to preserve the historic character of  the 

Mexican War Streets and to promote our neighborhood through 

personal and community involvement. For more information, please 

visit www.alleghenycommons.org and www.mexicanwarstreets.org.
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